Daniel Yi-Ta Chen
April 30, 1933 - June 14, 2019

Daniel Yi-Ta Chen, 86 of San Jacinto, California passed away on Friday, June 14, 2019, at
his home in San Jacinto.
Daniel Yi-Ta Chen was born in Tien-Chung (literally translated as “the middle of the rice
field” – likely why Daniel had such a love of rice!), a small town in Taiwan, to Dr. Jing-Jong
Chen and Ching-Hong Kuo on April 30th, 1933. He was the youngest of 3 brothers who
survived to adulthood (having 10 other siblings who passed away young). Daniel
remained close to his brothers throughout their lives, because of their shared love for
Jesus Christ and the need to rely on each other throughout the hardships they suffered in
their early years.
Most notably, Daniel lost his beloved father to pneumonia when he was just an
adolescent, which forced all of the young brothers to work to help their widowed mother.
Times were difficult for this young widow and her 3 boys, but during that season of their
lives, Daniel’s love of family and strength of character were also borne.
From his father who worked tirelessly as a surgeon in the family hospital and gave
generously to all in need, Daniel learned to give generously and selflessly, out of an open
and loving heart. From his mother, who was a midwife and a devoted evangelist who
loved to tell everyone she met about the Good News of Jesus, he learned to live out his
faith and to be bold for his Savior.
As a third generation Christian, Daniel had the blessing to be introduced to Jesus from the
time he was born. It was his grandfather who first received Christ after hearing an
American missionary speak. Although his grandfather had been addicted to opium at that
time, he was able to give it up immediately when he was saved! He then went on to
seminary and became a Pastor.
However, Daniel didn’t truly turn his life over to Jesus until he was a young man at
university. As a headstrong, adventurous young man, he wanted to go his own way. A

talented athlete, he was too busy having fun to think too much about God. It was during a
revival service that he realized he had never really surrendered fully to Jesus. In tears,
kneeling at the altar, Daniel repented and gave himself fully to Christ, giving up his
cigarettes and his rebellion instantly.
A few years after that, Daniel met a captivating young woman name Su-Jhen (Lily) Hwang
who immediately captured his heart. Smart, confident and popular, Lily had a number of
other suitors who were better dressed and more successful. Determined, Daniel didn’t
give up and made his intentions known to Lily that he wanted to marry her. After much
prayer, Lily chose Daniel to be her husband, because of his love for Jesus and his
generous, loving nature.
They were married on July 17, 1962, and within a short while, were blessed with their first
child, Timothy, in 1963. Hannah quickly followed in 1964, and then Merry in 1965. During
this time, Daniel worked diligently to provide for his family at McKay Hospital as their Chief
Lab Technician, while Lily stayed at home caring for their 3 young kids as well as her
husband’s aging mother. It was a difficult time for this young family because of all the civil
unrest in Taipei and the brutality of the ruling Chinese government at the time. Unwilling to
raise their children under this regime, Daniel and Lily began to pray about what they
should do.
In 1967, seeking political freedom and better opportunities for their children, Daniel and
Lily packed up their young family and immigrated to Toronto, Canada. While life was hard
for this family, they also experienced much joy and laughter.
Tragically, however, the family was devastated by the illness and death of their firstborn
child, Timothy, when he was only 10 years old. This was a formative event in Daniel’s life,
as he learned to cling to Jesus through his dark times of grief, even when there were no
answers to his questions of why this would happen.
Yet his love for Jesus and his country never waned. And so he continued to serve and
take on leadership roles with his church and the Canadian Taiwanese community. In 1984,
Daniel and Lily’s lives took another turn, and they moved to California, because of Daniel’s
job transfer. During that season of his life, he saw his daughters married, Merry to Peter
Lin, and Hannah to Cornell Holmes. This was a season spent on his knees alongside Lily,
as they cried out and prayed for their family. Through that, they witnessed God move
powerfully in their lives, including the salvation of their sons-in-law and the return of their
prodigal daughters to the Lord.

In 1996, Daniel and Lily joyfully welcomed the birth of her first grandchild, Amanda Mei
Lin. Again choosing to sacrifice their own plans, they moved back to Canada to live with
their daughter, Merry, to help care for their grandkids. Cameron Timothy Lin was born in
1999, further adding to their delight. From that point on, these two grandkids became the
greatest joy of their lives, and they devoted much of their time to loving and caring for
them.
But Daniel and Lily weren’t done. While travelling back and forth to California, they met
Lily Nunez, one of the youths from Hannah’s church. Taking Lily under their wing, they
gave her the love, encouragement and spiritual guidance that this young girl needed.
Through this season, this young girl was adopted by Hannah and Cornell, and so Daniel
became A-Kong to this girl.
Intermingled through this season was his ministry to the many people who were drawn to
Daniel’s warm heart and strong faith. His life was full, between his family, friends and his
involvement with his churches (C4 Church and Formosan Christian Church). As powerful
prayer warriors, Daniel and Lily continued to call down the heavens on behalf of many
people, and Daniel was much loved for his generous and loving heart.
Regardless of all the ups and downs of life, Daniel’s faith remained steadfast and he was
a beacon of hope to many others. Even when he was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer in his
early 60s, his faith was his anchor, and he shone the light of Christ to many people with
his indomitable joy and faith even throughout his surgery and chemotherapy. And when
God chose to heal him, he spoke boldly of the miracle of Jesus Christ to almost everyone
he met.
Sadly, Daniel lost his beloved Lily in 2016, after a year long battle with cancer. While he
remained rooted in his faith, he lost some of the sparkle in his eyes and his zest for life.
Nonetheless, this was also a time that he drew even closer to his two daughters and their
families, as he treasured his family even more.
Shortly after his wife’s death, Daniel was again diagnosed with cancer, and although he
was successfully treated at that time, in January of 2019, his family received the news that
his cancer was back and was not treatable. Although our Lord decided to take Daniel
home to be with Him on June 14, 2019, he remained strong in his faith. Every day, while
bedridden and unable to move, Daniel spent hours praying for his family and singing
worship songs. Every other word out of his mouth was to praise Jesus, and even in his
last few hours of life, he refused to stop praising Jesus. With very little breath left at the
very end, he still prayed for his family between his labored breaths. Truly, Jesus was the

cornerstone of his life!
In lieu of flowers, please send a donation to:
Faith With Works Apostolic Church
1042 Sun Up Circle
San Jacinto, Ca 92582
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Taiwanese Lutheran Church of San Diego
10075 Azuaga Street, San Diego, CA, US, 92129

Comments

“

My fond memory of Uncle Daniel went back many years ago when I was in my early
teens. We had moved to Toronto, Canada, attended the same Taiwanese church and
I became good friends with his daughters Hannah and Merry, at one point, we hung
out almost everyday. Uncle Daniel and Aunty Lily were so welcoming, loving and kind
to me, treated me like one of their own. Years after, we all ended up in Southern
California and attended the same church again. I remember starting a young adults
ministry and Uncle Daniel and Aunty Lily were our advisors/mentors. They were
goofy but so positive, ready to listen and care for any of us in need. They were young
at heart, always laughing and smiling having fun with us at the same time pouring out
wisdom and showing us how to live a Christian life positively as a couple. I thank
God that they were influential in my life, and because of them, I am a better person.
Today, Uncle Daniel and Aunty Lily are dancing in heaven, laughing and partying with
my dad and Jesus.

Michelle Huang - June 22 at 10:17 AM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Daniel Yi-Ta Chen.

June 20 at 01:03 PM

“

What can I say about my Father in law Daniel Yi-Ta Chen, former Elder, California,
USA (this is how he signed his name!). Having lived with us in Toronto for almost 20
Years, I have many fond memories to share.
First of all Dad was a pack rat. He loved to collect anything and everything
(especially if it was free) and he hated to throw anything away. He had a passion for
writing and he would spend countless hours each day hand writing his thoughts into
small notebooks in our dining room which he commandeered as his “office”. Boxes
and boxes of “free stuff” and notebooks would pile up in the house and we would
have to secretly purge them in the dead of night lest he catch us in the act.
If you wanted a bit of excitement in your day all you had to do was hop in a car with
Daniel behind the wheel. “Wrong Way” Chen would take you on a ride you will not
soon forget. He definitely kept his guardian angels busy when he took to the road!
I will miss the mundane routines of Dad’s day. Washing vegetables in the kitchen
sink. Watching Taiwanese news with the volume turned way up. Hearing the

squeaking of the mini trampoline that he excercised on while listening to Taiwanese
worship songs (again with the volume turned way up!), Sitting on the ottoman
massaging his wife’s legs every day. Hearing the murmuring during his prayer time
behind the closed door of his bedroom before bed time.
Dad loved Jesus first and foremost. He loved his family. He was an ardent advocate
for Taiwan independence. He loved to laugh and make others laugh. He loved coffee
and secret treats when he thought no one was looking.
We miss you Dad but we rejoice in the confidence that you are with Jesus. You have
fought the good fight, you have run the race, you have kept the faith. Well done good
and faithful servant. Love you Dad.
Peter Lin
Peter Lin - June 19 at 03:51 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Daniel Yi-Ta Chen.

June 18 at 12:28 AM

“

The Chen family lived in my Toronto neighbourhood when I was a child. Growing up
BFFs with Hannah was always a fun filled experience. Hannah's mother would make
real dandelion tea and her father always look our for her and Merry. What a lovely
family who put God and each other first. I recently lost my father 3 months ago and I
know the heartbreak. May memories of this wonderf man keep you smiling when
sadness creeps in.

Rosita Blackman Smith - June 17 at 09:34 PM

“

He was always smiling always I can’t remember a time when he wasent smiling and
if you were smiling he would make sure you were the same with his wife I love them
both I will miss them greatly they will be missed greatly

Miguel Zavala - June 17 at 04:05 PM

“

I remember A-Chiek almost as long as I remember Dad. His humor, his love for his
family and most of all his love for God and Jesus remains a constant in all of my
memories. To Hannah, Cornell, and Lily, my prayers go to you all, that the labor of
love is at end. God has blessed you with an open sacrficial heart. To you all, Merry,
Peter, and the kids, May God comfort and keep you, I send prayers of peace and
consolation. Much Love,
Melinda

Melinda Chen - June 17 at 06:58 AM

“

I don't remember my A-Chiek (Uncle Daniel) too much as a youngster because we
were all living in Michigan at the time and I was quite young, probably less than 2. I
saw him a handful of more times in my childhood when we lived in Chicago and he
would come visit from CA. I just remember him as my dad's younger brother who
was much less serious and more easy going than dad. But I don't think he made a
lasting impression on me until my family moved to CA. Over the years as my dad
served first as a pastor in a Taiwanese church and later just serving the Taiwanese
church community as a whole, my uncle would come visit from time to time. And the
two things that was always brought up in conversation was his Faith in God, devotion
to family and the political situation in Taiwan. He and my dad could spend hours
talking about the Taiwan. Both of them came from a background of growing up in a
difficult time in Taiwan when their was turmoil and instability with the corrupt
government. But then my Uncle Daniel could easily switch to light-hearted
conversation. And being the younger brother, he was able to bring out the silly side in
my father that no one else could. When the two brothers came together, it was like
one big party between the two while the rest of the family were spectators enjoying
the show from the sidelines. Dear Hannah, you've been an inspiration to me these
past several months with your dad. You were the rock that he needed through this
illness. You've handled every trial, challenge, and heartache with Grace. I remember
you sharing about how difficult it was dealing with the seemingly heartless oncologist
and in spite of this, God still provided. And Cornell, you really took your role as son
very seriously. You stepped up to the plate and cared for my Uncle Daniel even doing
the things that most people would hold their nose to and cleaned up his messes just
as God cleans up our messes when we're in need. And Merry and Peter, you made
the efforts to come visit and be with your dad when you could and even until the end,
you were able to face time with him. And he was still singing praises and praying to
the Lord. Thank God for giving you all this gift of seeing your dad and your children's
grandpa pass peacefully and without pain. Praise God for His love and mercy! Love
and prayers of peace for your family in the coming weeks and months.

Marian B Yeh - June 16 at 08:37 PM

