Ernest E. Roepke
December 11, 1927 - June 15, 2018

Ernest Roepke, 90 of Hemet, California passed away on Friday, June 15, 2018, at
Devonshire Care Center in Hemet.
Ernest was born Saturday, December 11, 1927 in Hubbard, Minnesota and was the last
survivor of 11 children.
Ernest served in the U.S. Air Force as a Corporal at the VA Hospital during World War II.
After his service, he returned to Minnesota where he was a teacher in a one-room
schoolhouse where he taught all grades levels. He also had a passion for dogs. He and
his wife, Josephine, loved to watch dog shows and would compete in the Westminister
Kennel Club Dog Show with their prized Poodles.
He was also trained as a cosmetologist. He owned his own shop called the Clip ‘N Curl in
Downey, CA, which was across the street from singer, Karen Carpenter’s apartment who
was a regular at the shop. Ernest personally cut her hair.
Ernest was a wonderful father and husband. In his free time, he enjoyed dancing,
especially ballroom dancing, and loved to dance with his wife and children and watch
competitions like “Dancing With The Stars” to see the latest trends in dancing.
Surviving are daughter, Jolynn Iorio, sons Kevin Roepke, Ernest “Dale” Roepke,
grandchildren, Ashley Griffin, Daniel McElderry, Jonelle Iorio, great grandchildren, Raquel,
Cage, Bastian, Mackenzie and numerous nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death by his wife, Josephine Roepke, who passed away on Oct. 24,
1998.
Interment will be in Riverside National Cemetery in Riverside, CA.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.mcwanefamily.com.

Comments

“

I'm so sorry to hear of Ernest's death. He was a customer of mine at AAA and was
always very friendly and sweet. I moved away over a year ago and just read this
today. Very nice person.

Mary Samson - November 01, 2018 at 04:15 PM

“

I was surprised when Uncle Percy called to tell me. I remember when we all were
little on Grandpa Crandall's farm. You all would come with the poodles. We all had a
great time at the reunion at Percy's. I remember visiting my folks on my vacation
when you were there with your folks Jolynn. Time flees by and we always act like we
will be forever. Your Dad lived a full life and he will be remembered in our hearts!
Love Gary Crandall

Gary Crandall - June 25, 2018 at 05:06 PM

“

We were saddened to hear of the passing of our dear Uncle Ernie. We have the best
of memories of fun times spent with him over the years and as recent as spring 2017.
We had a great visit taking him to lunch and then to the movie he said he really
wanted to see “Beauty and the Beast”.
He was a proud father and loved each of you. Take care, we love you.
Linda and Ed

Ed and Linda Delaney - June 23, 2018 at 03:54 PM

“

We love you Uncle Ernie. You will be missed but we know you were welcomed home
to the loving arms of Lord as well as Aunt Josie and the rest of the Roepke family.
Until we meet again.

Trina, Michael & Joshua Jerome - June 22, 2018 at 07:22 PM

“

I have such good memories of Uncle Ernie from trying to teach me to swim in Long
Lake, to his wedding, to being the first Roepke to go to college and teaching in Dent,
MN, to visiting with him in CA in my teenage/20th years. Miss him and his big hair
(ha)

Sharon Roepke Wencel - June 19, 2018 at 02:39 PM

“

Every memory of Uncle Ernie brings a smile. He was a wonderful person, had a
great sense of humor, and was a joy to spend time with. We thank the Lord for his
life. May the peace of our Lord Jesus comfort and bless his family and all who
celebrate his life and mourn his passing.

Lou & Betsy Martin - June 18, 2018 at 11:39 PM

“

So sorry to hear the news about Uncle Ernie. He lived a long, good life, and will
always be lovingly remembered.

Jay Roepke - June 17, 2018 at 11:03 AM

“

Jolynn& Kevin, We are so very sorry about the passing of our beloved Uncle Ernie! I
have many fond memories pf viditing you guys down in Norwalk, Ca. And i was sure
glad that I got to see him when he came back here to visit with Aunt Virginia. I
wished that Elizabeth was able to meet him as well. But i dud show pictures that you
posted of him to her. But if there is anyting you need, just let us know. Love to you
both, Love Ken and Elizabeth Martin

Ken Martin - June 17, 2018 at 07:47 AM

