Jeffrey N. Lavender
October 15, 1954 - October 20, 2015

Jeffrey N. Lavender of Hemet, CA passed away on Tuesday, October 20, 2015 at home
with his family by his side. A native of California, Jeff was born on October 15th in Simi
Valley to the late E.D. and Opal Lavender.
Jeff's family came to the valley when he was in First Grade and he was later part of the
first graduating class of Hemet High School at the Stetson Avenue location. He continued
his education and later earned a Bachelors degree in Spanish. Jeff had a knack for
learning new languages and even dabbled in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew.
His professional career was spent in banking for nearly 40 years where he had achieved
the title of Vice President at Bank of America. Jeff was very cerebral. He loved learning
and he had an extensive knowledge of various subjects. Jeff also made several oil
paintings that he gifted to family members. It was an honor to know and be loved by Jeff.
Jeff was preceded in passing by his sisters, Genevieve Davis and Florence Miller; brother,
Walter "Josh" Lavender; and niece, Judith Catlin. He is survived by his loving wife of 34
years, Barbara Lavender; son, Kent (Sara) Lavender; brothers, David Lavender and Ed
Douglas (Zina) Lavender; sisters, Ida (Howard) Sherman, Martha Arnold, and LaVerne
(Terry) Arnold; and many loving nieces, nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews.
Services for Jeff will be held privately.

Comments

“

My deepest condolences. Jeff and I used to go out on audits for Freddie Mac. I
enjoyed his company, had fun together as well as ate well on company expense. We
hooked again in Countrywide/Bank of America. I will miss Jeff, my prayers for the
repose of his soul

Doey Chuidian - November 06, 2015 at 08:52 PM

“

Aunt Barbara, I will miss Uncle Jeff greatly. He was a wonderful man and an
awesome uncle. Even though Zachari only got to Skype with his Great Uncle - I know
he would have loved him as much as I do. Your in my thoughts and I love you & Kent
very much.
Love Leslie and Zachari

Leslie and Zachari - October 28, 2015 at 10:07 AM

“

Jeff and I worked together at Glendale Federal Savings, Freddie Mac and
Countrywide/Bank of America. I will always remember him as a very caring person.
We shared so many laughs during our business trips. It was wonderful to be able to
bounce ideas with him, and even though I speak fluent Spanish, I always consulted
with him when I needed to translate something in Spanish. He was kind, easy going
and I cherished his friendship. Mario and I will miss him deeply

Carmen Montes-Arvizu and Mario Arvizu
Carmen Montes-Arvizu and Mario Arvizu - October 26, 2015 at 09:12 AM

“

I (Christine) was blessed to work literally next to Jeff for many years. We were "cubby
buddies" at B of A working on the MI changes at a time when they were quite
overwhelming. We had each others backs during this time and, in addition to being a
business partner, Jeff became my friend. We shared stories about our families, our
dogs and our lives. I feel like I know your entire family so well. My daughters met Jeff
& Barbara at my "big" birthday bash at the Kings Head Pub and both made quite an
impression on them. We are all devastated by Jeff's passing. Please accept our
sincerest condolences for the loss of such a very special man. May the years of
memories you have and the knowledge that Jeff has gone home comfort you during
this time.
With loving thoughts and prayers
Christine, Sasha & Ashley

Christine, Sasha & Ashley Rumburg - October 25, 2015 at 07:50 PM

“

Dear Barb and Kent,
We're thinking about and your wonder life you had with Jeff. He was
funny,caring,thoughtful and private all at the same time. We have 35 years of
memories of our brother in law, Uncle and friend. He always woke with a smile when
we all traveled together. We will miss him every day. We were proud to have him as
part of our family.we wish him peace and love always.
Love Sharon, Bill and the kids.

Sharon and Bill - October 24, 2015 at 05:12 PM

“

Shall always remember his sweet smiles And how he graciously accepted our
Sunday Hugs!
Love to all of his family.
Pati

Pati - October 24, 2015 at 03:48 PM

“

Dear Barbara
Mario and I are deeply saddened by Jeff's departure. May he rest in peace and may
God give you and your son Kent the strength to deal with the pain of losing him. Jeff
will live in our hearts forever. Carmen and Mario

Carmen Montes-Arvizu - October 22, 2015 at 09:12 PM

“

My sincere condolences for the family. Jeff was a wonderfully kind co worker. He will
be missed.

Linda Jacopetti - October 22, 2015 at 03:55 PM

“

I had the pleasure to work with Jeff for several years. I will always remember Jeff's
smile and kind nature. The world lost a good guy but those that had the chance to
know and interact with Jeff were blessed to have had that experience.

Steve Desautels - October 22, 2015 at 02:28 PM

“

I met Jeff and Barbara Lavender thru my sister-Sara Swallow. She let me know of
Jeff's passing. I am so very sorry. I have fond memories of being at a few family
gatherings and the Lavenders would be there too~Jeff was so bubbly and fun~
always a big grin on his face--a very sweet guy. I am sending big hugs to Barbara
and Kent, as well as the rest of the extended family.So sorry...

Annie Catalano - October 22, 2015 at 02:25 PM

“

Jeff met my x-husband @ church before Kent was born. I remember hearing from my
ex about this amazing guy with whom he had shared deep spiritual truths, and how
he wanted he and Barbara to come over. Barbara and I met one month before she
had Kent, and two months before I had Ashley. We bonded over our big tummies,
and became instant couple friends. This grew into the closest of family friendships,
and on holidays, when we would share them together, Jeff brought such grace and
laughter, and wisdom, and joy to our coummunal celebrations. He was the epitome of
a loving father and husband. And so humble about his long, successful career.
My deepest love goes to his pride and joy, Barbara and Kent. And I will treasure our
family times together 4 ever.

Sara Swallow - October 22, 2015 at 11:30 AM

