John Colby Festler
September 7, 1947 - March 11, 2013

John Colby Festler
It’s not the date you were born to us, nor the date you were returned home to the Lord …
it’s what you do in between those dates that really matter. John did it all! He was a miracle
birth to Josephine and Marvin Festler and was treated as such by his devoted Mother
every day of her life. He spent his younger years in Northfield, Minnesota working on the
family farm. John attended St. Dominic Catholic School and then graduated from
Northfield High School in 1966 as “Wrestler of the Year”. He moved on to St. Cloud
College where he wrestled for the team until he joined the United States Army and proudly
served his country. While in the army, John was deployed to Germany where he became
good friends with JB Olkie. JB, in turn, became John's brother-in-law and uncle to John's
three oldest children; Bryan, Janell, and Stephanie. John began working for the United
States Postal Service in 1973. Rain, Shine, Snow, Illness, and Pain… he delivered! The
San Jacinto post office became his home in 1979 until his retirement in 2011 due to
injuries he sustained in a motorcycle accident. John met his beloved wife, Karen, at the
old San Jacinto post office on Main Street in 1985. They married on March 12, 1988 and
bringing with her John’s 4th child, Brandie, John’s family was now complete. He began his
Tae Kwon Do studies at the age of 45 and at age 53, he received his 2nd degree Black
Belt. John was the love of Karen’s life. He was a loving, caring, protective Father, beloved
cousin, and loyal friend. He lived life to the fullest, loved what he did, and it always
showed. John was preceded in death by his Mom and Dad. He leaves behind his adoring
wife of 25 years, Karen; his son Bryan and daughters, Janell, Stephanie, and Brandie; his
son-in-law, Bo; and grandson, Chase. A Memorial service will be held on Friday, March
29, 2013 at 10:00 am at McWane Family Funeral Home, 350 North San Jacinto Street,
Hemet, California. John will be laid to rest at Riverside National Cemetery during a private
ceremony. John touched many lives and will be truly missed by all those who were
honored to know him and who loved him.
Entrusted to the care of McWane Family Funeral Home

Comments

“

Miss you everyday, my friend.

Dave Stroud - September 06, 2014 at 08:59 AM

“

The Bush Man..

March 05, 2014 at 06:35 PM

“

I do not know if you kept the wedding poem I wrote for you and Karen In titled The bush
man. How silly of me It is around some place, you saved everything, well categorized and
all.. I remember the day I first saw you in the post office in San Jacinto, as Karen and I
drove passed. "look can you see him ? " and the night we met face to face, Bush by bush
you came, and did every night to see Karen and Brandie. And for a while you did this, to
protect her from prying eyes. The name stuck and always brought smiles and a good laugh
to us. I love you and miss you, so glad I can call you my friend. Thank you for all the love
and cherish in your heart for Karen, you were truly a gift from heaven when you came into
her and Brandies lives. RIP my Friend. Thank you for your love and friendship ! I love you,
Michelle
March 05, 2014 at 06:35 PM

“

Dear family,
I'm so sorry for your loss, John was a great man. He will be missed.

Dolores Leyva - March 25, 2013 at 06:30 PM

“

Dear family of John,
My condolences on your loss.
Death is an enemy that never says enough
I wish to share with you comfort from tghe Bible, and its wonderful hope for our loved
ones who are sleeping in death.
-Romans 15:4. says that ""through our comfort from the scriptures, we might have
hope" The true God, Jehovah, shows us in the Bible,that soon his son, Jesus ,will
perform the greatest miracle, that of the resurrection of the dead.-John 5:28,29. .
Wonderful is the hope ahead that soon, on the paradise earth, there will be no more
death as you can read from your Bible at Revelation 21:4 .
As you read the above texts from your Bible, may they comfort you now and in future
days.

dianne mullins rn - March 23, 2013 at 08:20 PM

“

Our prayers Our sympathy Peace to all

Cathy and Tom - March 21, 2013 at 08:36 PM

“

Evey memory is charished, and I am proud to have had the priviledge of knowing
John. he has always been a concerned parent and loving husband to Karen. John's
memory will be with all who knew him. my heart will be filled with the memories of a
friend.

BILL RUCKER - March 21, 2013 at 09:09 AM

“

I will miss you John. You and your beautiful wife were the light of any BBQ or party
we attended. Thank you for your humor and your love. You are and always will be a
GREAT man!!

Jay Ash - March 19, 2013 at 11:03 PM

“

Dear Festler Family, I have known John for 45 years and had the honor of serving
our country together I wish to express my deepest condolences to all of you in your
hour of grief. I know he will be sorely missed. John was a true friend and I cherish the
memories of our times together. Love, Jere

Jere Rosenberg - March 18, 2013 at 07:11 PM

“

Jhonny... Yes I know name is spelled wrong... I remember the first time Karen drove
by the little post office in San Jacinto to show me you.. And then when I met you.
Bush man I called you and it stuck through out the years.. Bush By bush you would
travel to see her.. The Pome I wrote for you, The talks we had so early in Karen and
your relationship, I will cherish my memories of you always. Meeting your Mom, and
how you would dance with her.. The love and courage you Have for your kids, and
especially how you love and cherish Karen. You are truly a blessing in her life. The
love you have for her will live on... Thank you for being in my life, I will treasurer it all
ways. RIP my friend....Karen May our father in heaven hold you and the kids close
and give you the comfort and blessings needed to overcome and shine through the
loss of Jhonny. He will be with us in his huge spirit always. Every Dragon fly you see,
when the wind blows... He will always be around. I love you so much..Big hugs..
Love Michelle

Michelle Billins - March 17, 2013 at 12:15 PM

“

In sorrow, we mourn those lost. In gratitude, we embrace those around us. In
sympathy, we reach out to those who grieve.

Mellie Solis - March 16, 2013 at 02:29 PM

