Ralph William Thomas
June 15, 1948 - September 6, 2013

Ralph Thomas, 65 of Hemet, California passes away on Friday, September 6, 2013, at
Hemet Valley Medical Center in Hemet, California. He was born on Tuesday, June 15,
1948 in Albuquerque, New Mexico and was the son of the late Donald and Dorothy
Thomas. He was the husband of Regina ( Penny ) Thomas for over 42 years. Ralph has
lived in the Hemet Valley for over 28 years. He was active in the community and loved to
play tennis and was known as "Big Dog". He was very friendly and could walk into a room
full of strangers and walk out as friends. He loved his grandkids and spent a lot of time
with them. Ralph was known to use his IPAD to do face time and speak with many friends.
At holiday time, Ralph liked to make Old English toffee to share with family and friends. He
was also pretty good at making bread during Monday Night Football. Ralph was always
making survival bracelets and handing them out to everyone. He had an infectious laugh
and was known by his family by his mustache kisses. Ralph also showed his affection by
giving you a little nudge on your left shoulder. He liked to tease people and with his special
personality he just had a special way with people to make them feel loved. He will be
sorely missed. Surviving is his wife Penny Thomas, daughters, Meredith Talley ( Dennis ),
Melissa Phelan ( Niall ) and Jessica Thomas, brother, James Thomas, sister, Betty Lou
Lacroix ( Joe ) and 6 grandchildren.

Comments

“

Dear family,
I am so sorry for your loss - Ralph was always much loved, a precious gem to
everyone. I know that I always felt "loved" around him. Your private information is
being withheld from me nevertheless I have forgiven and ask you for your
forgiveness for the faults of my youth. Praying that the Lord will comfort you! Shawna

Shawna Buhrke (Baker) - October 08, 2013 at 10:22 AM

“

Oh Penny. My heart is broken for you. I just found out this evening. Praying for you
and your family. I will say Ralph knew how to wear a moustache. He was the
Magnum PI in my life. Hugs to you.

Cyndee Pelton - September 14, 2013 at 01:44 AM

“

I'm so very sorry we didn't make it today. I got sick. Don't if its the flu or food
poisoning Pls call me when u have a chance. 951-692-2348 home
& 951-202-2092 cell. We live in 4 Seasons on the far west end of town. I would love
to see & do anything I can to help you during this difficult time
We are holding u in our hearts & prayers. Hope to hear from you
Bonnie

Bonnie Torres - September 13, 2013 at 07:08 PM

“

Deepest condolences to Penny and family. I'm lost for words, please let me know if
there's anything you need.

John Kim - September 13, 2013 at 05:39 PM

“

Dear Penny and Family, my thoughts and prayers are with you. I pray that friends
and family may comfort you in this time of loss. Ralph will be sincerely missed. May
your faith uphold you, and your wonderful and loving memories carry you through
this trying time. Sending you my love and prayers in my absence. Love, Lisa
Mahoney

Lisa Mahoney - September 13, 2013 at 05:17 PM

“

Penny, Meredith, Melissa and Jessica, you are all truly Ralph's girl! I am so sorry
about his passing he was a truly a great man. He was well loved by all and loved all
he knew. I remember how Mere use to talk about her childhood and how much you
both were a big part. Thank you for sharing him with my family.

Christina Rafferty - September 13, 2013 at 05:08 PM

“

hi penny! i am so sorry for your loss, ralph was a great man...i remember all the fun
times we had playing tennis together with the whole gang! you, jess, and the rest of
the family are in my prAYERS

bay croitoru - September 13, 2013 at 01:49 AM

“

Dear Penny, I am sorry for your loss. My thoughts are with you and your family
during these difficult times. May the God of all mercy receive his soul in His joy, His
peace and light.

Youhanna Gad - September 12, 2013 at 11:06 PM

“

Dear Penny,
Ralph always had such an easy, friendly smile. I will miss seeing the two of you
walking in to work together in the morning and sitting at a table together in the
cafeteria at lunch. It was so evident that you enjoyed each other's company! I am just
so sad for your great loss. You remain in my thoughts and prayers.
Sincerely,
Sheri

Sheri Harder - September 12, 2013 at 08:04 PM

“

Dear Penny & family, I am so shocked and saddened by Ralph's passing. He was
the one I always hoped I would run into when came over to the department on an
errand. I will always remember sitting with you both at Dr. Wroe's wedding and how
enchanted I was with your descriptions of Prescott, AZ your house and your
recommendations we look there as a retirement option. I still am looking at property
sites because of that conversation. I will treasure my bracelet and will miss Ralph's
jokes and kidding so much. Please take care and know so many are thinking of you
and praying for your pain to ease.

Sharon Jurgens - September 12, 2013 at 06:27 PM

“

Hi Penny: Curt at Miller-Jones let me know about Ralph. I always enjoyed saying hi
to you two when you were hitting tennis balls at Valley-Wide. I hope this week goes
well and is helpful for you. My prayers and positive thoughts are being sent your way.

Gregg Hepner - September 12, 2013 at 12:58 AM

“

Penny I am so sorry. Ralph was a very remarkable and loving person. I will truly miss
him and his warm smile.

Jeannie Schulz - September 11, 2013 at 08:04 PM

“

Penny I am so sorry. Ralph was a very remarkable and loving person. I will truly miss
him and his warm smile.

Jeannie Schulz - September 11, 2013 at 08:04 PM

“

Dearest Penny & family. John & I were shocked & saddened to read about Ralph this
morning. We are holding you in our thoughts &'prayers. Ralph was a very special
person & we loved him even tho we haven't seen you in years. We're also in Hemet!!
If u have a chance, pls email me & I give u our phone #s so I can call you. Again we
are so very very sorry. May God give u peace love John & Bon

John & Bonnie Torres - September 10, 2013 at 06:40 PM

“

May God be with you all during this trying time in your lives. We are praying for all of
you and you all are in our thoughts always. You have a wonderful family and God is
always at work making sure that his children are taken care of. He is there with you
always. Should there be anything that we can do for you, please do not hesitate to
call on us, we are here. May God continue to bless you all.

Donald & Ialana Butler (Parents of Torri Butler) - September 10, 2013 at 02:20 AM

“

Penny,
Please know that you are in my heart and on my mind. I cannot image what you are
going through. I will miss Ralph also. Please call me if you need someone to talk to
or if I can take care of anything for you here at work. I'll be praying for strength for
you during this difficult time. (951) 990-8472.

Tina Escano - September 09, 2013 at 03:02 PM

“

May you have 'Fair Winds and Following Seas'. You know the drill, Sailor.
My granddaughter has a Lady's pink fourragere he tied for my little foot soldier. Roger

Roger G. - September 09, 2013 at 12:00 PM

“

Ralph was a fantastic man that I have fond memories of. His daughter, Melissa, is
one of my dearest friends. My heart aches for Ralph's family and all who knew and
loved him.

Jessica Grotjohn - September 09, 2013 at 10:59 AM

“

Meredith and family:
My deepest sympathies are with all of you. I keep you in my prayers. I hope you take
comfort in knowing that Ralph is , at home with, our Lord Jesus Christ. May God
bless you all.

Pamela Harwell - September 08, 2013 at 09:45 PM

“

We had the privilege of meeting Ralph during his visit with our aunt Donna and uncle
John Brewer this summer. We had some lovely dinner, drinks, and swap-meet
shopping with him. He was a joy to be around, full of laughter and jokes. We instantly
saw why he and John were so close, and immediately thought of him as family. We
were deeply sadden to hear of his passing, and wish you the sincerest love and
support during this time of loss. Ralph will certainly be missed, and know that you will
have surrogate family in anyone who knew him. Best wishes in celebrating his life
and legacy.

Robert & Annabelle Tisher - September 08, 2013 at 06:20 PM

“

Ralph...we already miss you so much...John is lost without his BFF...are you in a
better place? Just know that our hearts are broken and we will love you forever...

The Brewer's - September 08, 2013 at 06:07 PM

