Reba Christeen Buchwitz
July 4, 1930 - February 9, 2019

Reba Christeen Buchwitz, age 88, received her wings on February 9th 2019. She passed
quietly after a very long battle with Alzheimer’s. She was a firecracker baby her whole life,
born July 4th, 1930, on a farm in rural Temple Oklahoma, and never lost that spark. In
1934, at age three, her family left Oklahoma headed for California with $35 in their pocket.
They landed in Nuevo, CA and began farming. In 1945, her parents started a water-well
drilling company in San Jacinto, CA, on State Street just north of Esplanade, where the
original building still stands today and is now a church. With her dad’s passing in 1964, the
water-well business was sold to his then employee, Johnnie Lynch, and is known today as
LO Lynch Quality Wells & Pumps.
Reba graduated from San Jacinto High School in 1948. After her divorce in 1961, she
married her high school sweetheart, Karl E. Buchwitz, whose family had the long-time San
Jacinto Spice Ranch. Reba was a professional bookkeeper in the grocery store business,
while Karl was a master craftsman building homes in Idyllwild and Hemet. In 1970, they
started Karl’s Dump Truck & Tractor Service. Their shared passions included creative
craftsmanship, floral design, interior decorating, exterior landscaping, and anything else
their imaginations led to. Their beautifully orchestrated party events have left us all with
many amazing memories.
My mother is now in God’s country with her beloved husband of 48 years, whom I’m sure
has been one of our guardian angels throughout this heart-wrenching journey. I actually
believe she died of a broken heart, with Alz symptoms, due to his sudden death in 2009.
This very special reunion also includes both her brothers, Howard Morris (2011) (Chris),
and Ralph “Pete” Morris (2006); as well as her beloved mother, Elizabeth (Liz) Van Winkle
(2003), and step-father, Luther “Speck” Van Winkle (1964). All of whom she desperately
missed until the blessing and the curse of her disease ruled our days. My joy of her once
again being with my extraordinary father most certainly outweighs my grief and
overwhelming sadness of this devastating loss, and it is well with my soul that she has
finally broken free of her mental and physical burdens.

She is survived by two daughters, Kathleen of Hemet, and Cynthia Ann of Lenore, Idaho.
Her sister-in-law Nadine Irish (Jim) of Turlock, their kids; Chris (Connie), Lynette, and
Russell (Joan). Brother Howard Morris’ children; Candy Quayle, Robyn Bramlett, Wendy
O’Donnell, Randy (Nancy), Melody (Rene Kesler), and Christian (Joselyn). Many great
and great great nieces and nephews. Cousins, Lawrence (Janice) and Clarence (Betty)
Vache, both of Oklahoma.
A visitation will be held at McWane Family Funeral Home in Hemet on Monday, Feb. 18,
2019 from 4-8 p.m., a funeral service will be held at McWane Family Funeral Home on
Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 10 am. A graveside service will follow at San Jacinto Valley Cemetery
in San Jacinto at 11 am.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.mcwanefamily.com.

Events
FEB
18

Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

McWane Family Funeral Home
350 N. San Jacinto St. PO Box 325, Hemet, CA, US, 92543

FEB
19

Service

10:00AM

McWane Family Funeral Home
350 N. San Jacinto St. PO Box 325, Hemet, CA, US, 92543

FEB
19

Graveside Service

11:00AM

San Jacinto Valley Cemetery
2555 South Santa Fe Avenue, San Jacinto, CA, US, 92583

Comments

“

Kathy we know this has been a very difficult time for you with your mom. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you both. We have great memories of Karl and Reba. I
am sorry we won't be able to make the services. Adelyn, Rob, Kelly, and Dana

R, Powers - February 18 at 11:48 AM

“

Reba was instrumental in our buying our first home six months after our marriage as
she put us in touch with Mrs. Van Winkle (her mom) when she was selling her home
on 7th Street in San Jacinto in 1964. We knew Reba thru Karl and his sister, my dear
friend to this day, Nadine. Reba was very helpful and so caring that we got a "good"
deal , we have such great memories of that time, and the kindness extended to us by
Reba may she rest in peace so deserved My deepest sympathies and prayers to
Kathy and Cindy. Wayne passed away four years ago but was always so proud he
lived in his "home" town, the house still sits on 7th Street and kept so nice. Maggie
Wilson, Hewitt Texas

Maggie Wilson - February 17 at 04:31 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Reba Christeen Buchwitz.

February 15 at 05:52 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Reba Christeen Buchwitz.

February 15 at 05:50 PM

“

From the Vaches in Oklahoma purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Reba
Christeen Buchwitz.

From the Vaches in Oklahoma - February 15 at 01:20 PM

“

1 file added to the album Reba

Cindy - February 14 at 09:02 PM

“
“

“

Mom on our day trip to Coeur d'Alene July 2013.
Cindy - February 14 at 10:06 PM

Please get in touch with me
james e buchwitz - April 25 at 02:13 PM

2 files added to the album Reba

Cindy - February 14 at 09:00 PM

“

This memory happened a long time ago but will be clear in my mind forever. In
December of 1950 three buddies and I from Temple OK joined the Navy. We were
sent to San Diego for 12 weeks of boot camp. We were confined to the camp but
Reba would prepare a picnic lunch with fried chicken etc. and bring it to an area set
aside on the camp for visitors. These visits were a life saver for us as she did it

several times during our stay at the NTC. After boot camp I was assigned to the
Miramar Naval Air Base just north of San Diego. I was able to visit Reba and family
in Hemet on non duty week ends until I was sent to Korea on an aircraft carrier.
Lawrence Vache
Lawrence Vache - February 14 at 12:20 PM

“

We would like to express our sincere condolences to you and your family. With deep
sympathy, we share your sorrow, after the tears have dried and the goodbyes have
been said, all we have to hold onto are the happy memories that we’ve shared with
our loved ones who have passed, this is what keeps them alive in our hearts and in
our minds, and they will continue to live on, through us. May God give you the
strength to endure the pain you are going through and may he embrace you and
comfort your family during this difficult time."Jesus said to her: 'I am the resurrection
and the life. The one who exercises faith in me, even though he dies, will come to
life.'"-John 11:25

magallon family - February 12 at 11:01 AM

