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May 3, 1940 – June 4, 2020
Hemet, CA
Wayne Johnson was born and raised in Chicago, IL.
He moved to San Diego, CA and served in the Navy from 1957–1961. He met his wife,
Diane, and married in 1960. They just celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in March.
They have lived in Redondo Beach, Torrance, Visalia, and Hemet.
Wayne worked for 30+ years at the So. California Gas Company and retired in 1994. He
loved cars and motorcycles. He could look at any car and tell you everything about it. He
enjoyed spending time on their boat at various lakes in Visalia and Southern California. He
loved spending time with family and friends. Our family reunions were very special to him.
Wayne is survived by his daughter, Jan (Vince); son, Doug (Kari); 5 grandchildren, Chris,
Kyle, Lauren, Bradley and Eric; sister, Barb, and brother, Ron.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

McWane Family Funeral Home - June 15 at 12:42 PM

“

This memory of my Uncle Wayne reaches back to Easter of 1967. Wayne, Diane,
Jan, and Doug had driven to Ohio to meet up with the Johnson families for the
holiday. At one point 12 of us had piled in to one station wagon to visit the Wright
Patterson Air Force Museum. It was an unseasonably warm day, with us kids
spending most of our time at the outdoor museum seeking shade under the bellies of
the planes. I had a little Instamatic camera and was chronicling the visit. I darted out
from my shelter to quickly snap a picture of Wayne and Diane in front of one of the
planes. Wayne was smiling broadly as he wore his fedora hat jauntily cocked to one
side, looking as cool as a cucumber, and trying to convince us kids that it really
wasn’t all that hot out.
Niece,
Cindy

Cindy Little - June 29 at 02:40 PM

“

I think it was the last day of kindergarten. It was a beautiful sunny day and our
relatives were visiting. I knew that meant laughter, fun and a lot of excitement.
Unfortunately for me I was stuck in a schoolroom. I found myself looking at the clock
throughout the day anxiously and impatiently waiting for my imprisonment to end.
When it finally did, I dashed out looking for mom’s car to take me home. However
mom was nowhere to be seen, but lo and behold there was a young smiling Uncle
Wayne in his sweet gold Mustang. I hopped right in and we took off on the open road
for home. It was a special surprise and a great treat. As a kid I always thought Uncle
Wayne was a cool uncle. He loved to joke around, he always had smile and he
seemed bigger than life.

Nephew, Mike
Michael Johnson - June 16 at 04:39 PM

“

Uncle Wayne Memory
I will always remember his quirky sense of humor. When our family took the train to
California I was about 14 years old. One day Uncle Wayne and Aunt Diane took us to
the Pacific Ocean to enjoy the beach. I was standing with my back to my Dad and
Uncle Wayne (mistake), they grabbed me with one taking my arms and the other one
my legs.
Soon they were in the ocean up to their ankles counting to three. The next thing I
knew I was in the Pacific Ocean and they were very proud of themselves. I was
upset because my hair was all wet and there were boys on the beach. Aunt Diane
was shouting no the entire time. LOL!
Looking back it was funny but at the time, of course, I was not happy (ah young
teenagers). You had to watch those Johnson men.
Niece,
Kara

Kara Adcock - June 15 at 06:39 PM

“

Kara Adcock, Cindy Little, and Michael Johnson purchased the Beautiful in Blue for
the family of Wayne F. Johnson.

Kara Adcock, Cindy Little, and Michael Johnson - June 14 at 11:15 AM

“

Love, Mark and Debbie Hamey and family purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Wayne F. Johnson.

Love, Mark and Debbie Hamey and family - June 13 at 04:45 PM

“

I have many memories of my younger, big brother Wayne throughout his: childhood,
teenaged years, US Navy years, married years, parenthood, California years and
retirement. I sit here and smile at his journey and our linked journeys. Through the
years the Johnson clan (Ron and Nancy, Wayne and Diane, Barb and Art, and our
families) traveled far and wide to celebrate milestones together and many times just
to get together. California, Illinois, Ohio, Florida and Massachusetts were some of the
destinations: new cars, old cars, trailers, and planes got us there. This importance of
family was something handed down from previous generations, and I can see the
importance of family in our following generations. It is so special to have these
wonderful, memorable, linked journeys; they help to make the sad times endurable.

Barbara Eve - June 12 at 09:52 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Wayne F. Johnson.

June 12 at 09:29 AM

“

Love, Chuck and Sheri Bellante purchased the Love's Journey for the family of
Wayne F. Johnson.

Love, Chuck and Sheri Bellante - June 11 at 12:59 PM

“

Many happy and fun times spent with Wayne & Di over the years. Wayne was a
strong but very caring man. Always there for Di and his family. Raised two wonderful
children who will miss him greatly. He will always have a place in my heart. May you
and Di be together on the other side as you were for 60 years on earth. Love to the
family, hold each other close and remember the happy times. Love Darlene Warfield

Darlene Warfield - June 10 at 10:11 PM

“

Ronald and Nancy Johnson purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Wayne F. Johnson.

Ronald and Nancy Johnson - June 10 at 11:32 AM

“

We remember when Wayne was 17 and wanted to enlist in the Navy. But because of
his age he needed his Father to sign for him. Dad asked us for some advice. We
were young and just married but we told him that decision would either make him or
break him and Dad signed for him. That later proved to be a great decision for that's
how he met Diane and stayed in California.
His big Brother
Ron and Nancy Johnson - Ex Navy

Ronald Johnson - June 09 at 05:31 PM

